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time for one offence. In like manner, when we have to do
with the expropriation of particular items of property within
a general class, considerations connected with the character
of that class as a whole are not relevant. If it is held that
the class is one on which special burdens ought to be assessed,
this should be done by taxes affecting the whole class, not by
arbitrary blows at particular items within the class. When
particular items are expropriated, it may, indeed, be held,
on grounds connected with the nature of the class, e.g. liquor
licences, that no compensation should be paid out of general
funds. This is, however, in no way incompatible with the
payment of compensation to the owners of the particular
items ; for this can be done out of funds raised from the
owners of all the items in the class affected, including the
owners of the expropriated items.
§ 9. There still, however, remains a difficulty. The principle
of compensation — for the kind of case contemplated so far
— is established, but the amount of compensation that will
put a man whose field or motor-car has been commandeered
in the same position as one whose similar field or car has not
been commandeered is not yet defined. If the thing com-
mandeered were seven sacks of No. 1 red winter wheat, the
payment required would obviously be the market value of
this number of sacks ; for that payment would enable the
expropriated proprietor to replace exactly what had been
taken from him, so that, except for his share in the taxes
needed to provide the compensation money, in respect of
which he stands on the same footing as everybody eke, he
would not be affected at all. But a particular piece of land
or a house, or possibly even a motor-car, may have a special
value to the owner greater than its market value. To part
with it may involve a loss to him of what he values at £10,000,
though the market only values it at £2000. In these cir-
cumstances, what value ought to be taken as the basis of
compensation ? The principle of equity suggests : the mone-
tary representative of the special value of the property right
to its owner. Por, if the market value is taken, he is really
hit harder than other people because he happens to own
this particular piece of property. This conclusion must,
however, be qualified before it can be applied to practice.
When the particular piece of land or house has a special

